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Andrej Holm as Berlin State Secretary of Housing. Scientific 
Expertise into Housing Politics 
 
We, the researchers, scholars and members of the International Network for 
Urban Research and Action (INURA), welcome the new Senate of Berlin 
committing to address a pressing concern of Berliners: the need for af-
fordable housing. Adequate housing provision has become increasingly out 
of reach for many residents – not only in Berlin. Today, the lack of decent 
affordable housing, displacement pressures and homelessness for low-
income groups amidst the upgrading of urban centers, are global phenome-
na. These are big challenges for cities but research has shown that local 
governments can counter the exclusionary effects of market distribution of 
housing. For this task, they need expertise and political will, in order to de-
vise and implement new regulations that protect tenants and promote new 
investment in fair housing production. 
 
We are therefore gravely concerned about the media-driven political dele-
gitimation campaign directed at Dr. Andrej Holm, who has been appointed 
as secretary of state for housing by the Berlin Senate. 
 
We know Dr. Holm as an internationally renowned scholar who has pio-
neered critical research on housing affordability and gentrification. His 
scholarship has contributed originally to our understanding of the dynamics 
of market and government forces at play in the provision of housing, and he 
has advanced urban studies by developing methods to document the dyna-
mics and effects of gentrification. Furthermore, Dr. Holm stands out promi-
nently as public intellectual who, over the years, has offered his expertise to 
public and political dialogue – courageously questioning the market and 
state forces that have contributed to spatial segregation and social problems. 
Moreover, Dr. Holm has proposed constructive policy reforms to address 
problems of gentrification and segregation, through innovative regulations 
for the housing market. 
 
If the new Berlin Senate is committed to fulfill its central promise of hou-
sing as a basic right for all Berlin residents, it will profit tremendously by 
the critical, committed and progressive thinking Dr. Holm brings to the de-
sign and implementation of policy. 
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 The current attacks on Dr. Holm seek to question his appointment as the 
new secretary of state for housing in Berlin by highlighting his training with 
the GDR secret police when he was a teenager. Of course it is a routine pro-
cedure to investigate the track record of those slated for public office. But a 
fair investigation takes time and we have seen no evidence to conclude that 
Dr. Holm’s involvement with the GDR secret police included activities that 
harmed anybody. The basic principle of presuming innocence must be 
maintained here. 
 
Almost ten years ago, INURA stepped up to protest against accusations of 
‘terrorism’ directed at Dr. Holm, which turned out to be completely unfoun-
ded. Once again we demand from the political representatives of the Berlin 
government to act fairly and prudently in view of the accusations leveled 
against Dr. Holm, without succumbing to media spectacle or preemptive 
judgement. We cannot afford the premature eviction of critical and progres-
sive voices from the political debate on affordable housing for all in Berlin. 
We therefore encourage all political actors in Berlin to withstand efforts that 
seek to maintain existing inequalities and to stay the course to achieve a 
more just city. We know that in this work Dr. Andrej Holm has a vital and 
unique contribution to offer. 
 
Researchers, Scholars and Members of the International Network of Urban 
Research and Activism, INURA 
 

  
Prof. Dr. Luis LM Aguiar, Associate Professor of Sociology, University Of British Columbia, Kelowna, 
B.C., Canada 
Prof. Dr. Giovanni Allegretti, Centre for Social Studies of the Coimbra University, Portugal 
Dr. Panayotis Antoniadis, Researcher, Nethood Association, Zurich, Switzerland 
Prof. Dr. Bernd Belina, Institut für Humangeographie, Goethe-Universität Frankfurt a.M. 
Dr. Matthias Bernt, Leibniz Institute for Research on Society and Space, Erkner, Germany 
Dr. Tino Buchholz, researcher/filmmaker, Amsterdam 
Dr. Elena Besussi, Bartlett School of Planning, Univercity of the City of London UCL, UK 
Daniel Blumer, Leiter Kompetenzzentrum gemeinnütziger Wohnungsbau, Bern, Schweiz 
Prof. Dr. Erbatur Çavuşoğlu, City and Regional Planning, Mimar Sinan University Istanbul, Turkey 
Anke Domschky, Departement Architektur, Gestaltung und Bauingenieurwesen, Institut Urban Land-
scape, ZHAW Zürcher Hochschule für Angewandte Wissenschaften 
Jens Brandt, Architect MAA, School of Architecture, Tampere University of Technology, Finland 
Prof. Carlo Cellamare, Director of the research centre CRITEVAT, Department of Civil, Building and Envi-
ronmental Engineering, Sapienza University of Rome, Italy 
Dr. Laura Colini, TESSERAE Urban Social Research 
Dr. Claire Colomb, Reader in Planning & Urban Sociology, the Bartlett School of Planning, University Col-
lege London (UK) 
Dipl.-Ing. Tashy Endres, Institut für Geschichte und Theorie der Gestaltung, Universität der Künste Berlin 
Prof. Dr. Tovi Fenster, Head-Planning for the Environment with Communities – PECLAB, Department of 
Geography and Human Environment, Tel Aviv University, Israel 
Sanna Frischknecht, Ph.D. Candidate, Research Assistant, Department of Sociology, University of Basel, 
Switzerland 
Prof. Dr. Håkan Forsell, Department of History, Stockholm University, Sweden 
Dr. Andrea Glauser, Soziologisches Seminar, Universität Luzern, Schweiz 
Prof. Dr. Kanishka Goonewardena, Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Planning, Uni-
versity of Toronto, Canada 
Dr. Christopher Gaffney, Senior Research Fellow, Space & Organisation, Editor Journal of Latin Ameri-
can Geography, Universität Zürich, Switzerland 
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Dr. Keith Halfacree, Reader, Department of Geography, Swansea University, UK 
Dr. Anke Hagemann, Institut für Architektur, Habitat Unit, TU Berlin, Deutschland 
Dr. Ulrike Hamann, Post-Doctoral Assistant, Berlin Institute of Migration and Integration Re-
search, Humboldt University of Berlin, Germany 
Prof. Dr. David Harvey, Distinguished Professor, City University of New York, USA 
Dr. Sabine Horlitz, Post-doctoral researcher, Urban Sociology, Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany 
Prof. Dr. Tolga islam, Associate Professor, Department of urban planning, Yildiz Technical University, is-
tanbul, Turkey 
Prof. Dr. Roger Keil, York Research Chair in Global Sub/Urban Studies, Faculty of Environmental Stud-
ies, York University, Ontario, Canada 
Prof. Dr. Stefan Kipfer, Associate Professor, Faculty of Environmental Studies, York University, Canada 
Dr. Philipp Klaus, Econmomic and Social Geographer, Lecturer, Department of Geography, University of 
Zurich 
Michael Klein, Dipl. Arch., e253/ department of housing and design, TU Vienna, Austria 
Prof. Dr. Sabine Knierbein, Associate Professor for Urban Culture and Public Space, TU Wien, Austria 
Anna Kokalanova, Research fellow and PhD candidate, Department for urban and regional sociology, 
HafenCity University Hamburg 
Dr. Joanna Kusiak, Institute of Sociology, University of Vienna, Austria 
Jere Kuzmanovic, TU Delft student of Urbanism, The Netherlands 
Christoph Laimer, Herausgeber und Geschäftsführer "dérive" – Zeitschrift für Stadtforschung, Wien, 
Österreich 
Prof. Dr. Ute Lehrer, York University, Toronto, Canada 
Manuel Lutz, University of Applied Sciences Potsdam, Urban Futures Research Institute 
MBA Dipl.Ing. Jens Martignoni, University of Cologne, Gernany 
Prof. Dr. Frank Moulaert, Professor of Spatial Planning, Planning&Development - Faculty of Engineering, 
KU Leuven, Belgium. Visiting Professor University of Newcastle, UK 
KU LeuvenDr. Frank Müller, Researcher, Centre for Urban Studies, University of Amsterdam 
Dr. Sebastian Müller, TU Dortmund, Fakultät Raumplanung, Deutschland 
Dr. Johannes Novy, Cardiff School of Geography and Planning, Cardiff University, UK 
Prof. Dr. Stijn Oosterlynck, Department of Sociology, University of Antwerp, Belgium 
Prof. Philipp Oswalt, Professor für Architekturtheorie und Entwerfen, Universität Kassel 
Prof. Dr. Giancarlo Paba, Dipartimento di Urbanistica e Pianificazione del Territorio, Università Firenze 
Prof. Dr. Raffaele Paloscia, University of Florence, Department of Architecture 
Camilla Perrone, Department of Architecture (DIDA), Critical Planning&Design Lab, University of Flor-
ence, Italy 
Libby Porter, Associate Professor and VC's Principal Research Fellow, Centre for Urban Research, RMIT 
University, Melbourne, Australia 
Dr. Beatriz Garcia Peralta, Universidad Nacional Autonoma Mexico UNAM, Mexico-City, Mexico 
Dr. Christy Petropoulou, Department of Geography, University of the Aegean 
Prof. Dr. Kacper Pobłocki, Assistant Professor of Anthropology and Urban Studies, Warsaw University  
Maike Rackwitz, PhD-candidate Technische Universität Berlin  
Elke Rauth, dérive - Zeitschrift für Stadtforschung, Wien, Österreich. 
Dr. Ramon Ribera-Fumaz, Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, Spain 
Prof. Dr. Liana Ricci, Contract Professor at Sapienza University of Rome, Department of Civil, Building 
and Environmental Engineering (DICEA), Rome, Italy 
Prof. Dr. Marit Rosol. Canada Research Chair "Global Urban Studies", Department of Geography, Uni-
versity of Calgary, Canada 
Prof. Dr. Alberto Matarán Ruiz, Departamento de Urbanística y Ordenación del Territorio (Urban and 
Spatial Planning) Universidad de Granada, España 
Mark Saunders, Filmmaker, Director Spectacle Documentaries, London, UK 
Dr. Alex Schafran, Lecturer in Urban Geography, School of Geography, University of Leeds 
Prof. Dr. Christian Schmid, Dozentur Soziologie, Departement Architektur, ETH Zürich, Switzerland 
Dr. Anke Schwarz, Independent post-doctoral Researcher, Leipzig, Germany 
Dr. Monika Streule, Lecturer, Chair of Sociology in Architecture, ETH Zurich, Switzerland 
Dr. Julia Strutz, Ludwig Maximilians-Universität München, Institut für den Nahen und Mittleren Osten, 
Deutschland 
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Catharina Thörn, Lecturer, University of Gothenburg, Department of Cultural sciences 
Dr. Tauri Tuvikene, Researcher at the Centre for Landcape and Culture, Tallinn University, Estonia 
Andreas Unteidig, Universität der Künste Berlin, Deutschland 
Olivia Williams, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Geography, Florida State University, USA 
Thorben Wieditz, Phd Candidate, the CITY Institute, York University, Canada 
Andreas Wirz, Architekt ETH, Vorstand Wohnbaugenossenschaften Zürich, Schweiz 


